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e Téﬁabata is the single most important day for two
lovers who get to meet after being separated by the
Milky Way. Japanese tradition celebrates this event
every 7th of July by dressing up with Yukatha and
writing wishes, sometimes in the form of poetry, on
small pieces of paper, and hanging them on bamboo.
| too got the opportunity to participate in a Tanabata
event held at Central Arc Hall of Ritsumeikan
University. Kusatsu International Friendship
Association (KIFA) and TISA members of Ritsumeikan
University organized it. As the tradition states
participants both men and women were dressed in
Yukata. Both Japanese and International participants
seemed flawlessly absorbed into the Japanese
tradition. At the event | got the opportunity to design
my very own fan. In summer, this fan will help me
to keep myself cool while showing off my artistic
talents. Next, we separated into groups and played
Bingo. Though we didn’'t win, | enjoyed the thrill of the
competition. Finally, as the tradition dictates, | wrote
my wish on a piece of paper and hung the paper on
a bamboo tree. | was lucky to meet many people at
the event and exchange ideas both in English and
Japanese. This was the last Tanabata event that | will

participate as | will graduate and return to my own

country. | will take these happy memories home and
treasure them for life.
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