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I an stil anazed at our latest trip to Kusatsu’/ This time,
it was very different. 1 felt fke I was coming home, 1 had
2 hard tine leaving, 1 did not want to go. I am happy that
the mayor of Pontiac, Tim Greimel, could join us. as well as
my staff, Johnathon Wertheiner and Damjana Getaj My
husband, Randy, was happy to join us., too/

This time, my staff could visit Otsu. the capital of Shiga.
Prefecture. They were able to see how vital our sister
state relationship was as they met the Governor of Shiga
Prefecture, Taizao Mika.zuki. They also had a chance to
| compare and contrast local government as they met the
| Mayor of Kusatsu, Watary Hashikawa.. and his stafs/ There
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We were able o plant another tree in the Pontiac
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SVAVNERBREDI LYY - h—5—2 {‘h AR o “ with Masanori Aoji, President of the Kusatsu Pontiac club,
SVF A W= —3AR.FULTYZIVF-IVTH91ZAEYT | We were treated to o luxurious dinner by the Kusatsu
27T R _ International Friendship Association president, Kejjro Minani,
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| fron the banking and msurance industries. The staff of
| Michigan worked with the staff of the KIFA to create o
‘ joint presentation on insurance and the state of the city

of Pontiac/ How amazing is that/ We aye learning as
| one o o governmental level/ We have hundreds of pictures
commemorating this outstanding relationship between the
sister cities,

State Representative Brenda, Carter
| 53rd District
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Two Sister Cities
Thousands of mies apart A
One mutual goal

It was an honor to join the Pontiac delegation s
visit to Kusatsu in DPecember of 2023, We came
intending to continue the Learning as One program.
Speci cally. Pamjana and 1 were tasked with learning
how the Japanese government operates and serves its
residents. To say the two countries operate differently
is an understatement. However, 1 believe that by
learning from these differences, and by taking the
best practices from both. both countries wil be able to
produce better outcomes for their residents.

That is what | was expecting ging into the visit.
learning about Japan s governmental structure and
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culture. What 1 ended up going back to Mchigan with
was so much more. In o word, kindness. To this day
1l am in awe of how. in the case of both Damjana
and I we were taken in as total strangers with
minima mteraction before the visit. and we both left
as family members,
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My first outdoor activity experience in
Japan was hiking Mt. Douyama which is
in the southern part of Shiga Prefecture,
with an altitude of 384m, suitable for
beginners in mountaineering. | went there
with KIFA Family (Sensei and International §
students from various countries such s
as China, Cambodia, Indonesia, Mexico,
Nigeria, Spain, Kyrgyzstan, and Vietnam).
The event took place on November 11th, 2023. It started
when we gathered at the bus stop in front of JR Ishiyama
station at 9:20 AM. Then we took the bus for around 45
minutes to the mountain.
This such experience in Japan was wonderful because
we could enjoy the view of Lake Biwa from the summit.
In addition, it is easy to access, and the area near the
summit is formed by huge boulders and strange rocks
that create a unique landscape, there are many places
to cross rivers along mountain streams. It was fun to
see and walk in the mountains. Therefore, | could enjoy
dynamic hiking with a sense of tension at the same time.
Talking and learning Japanese with sensei and friends
was the best part of this trip. We shared our country’s
cultures, customs, and languages. Overall, | felt happy to
experience such meaningful activity with KIFA family. |
cannot wait for
future events
and class.
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| am very glad to participate in
the disaster preparedness talk
about earthquakes organized by
KIFA. In my hometown, Shandong [
Province in China, earthquakes [
are basically never occurring, and 3
although | have learned about il
disaster prevention, | have always felt that
earthquakes are very far away from me. It
was not until | came to Japan and experienced
two earthquakes in Kansai and Kanto that |
realized that this knowledge is crucial for us,
especially for foreign students in Japan who |
have never experienced earthquakes.
| was deeply impressed by the earthquake
earlier this year. As shown in the video, the earthquake
together with the tsunami it triggered had a tragic
impact on the area, and tens of thousands of families
were overcome by sadness at a time when New Year's
Day was supposed to be a time of celebration. At that
time, | wondered what | would do if an earthquake of that
magnitude happened near me.
This speech answered my questions.
In my daily life, | think there are a few things that | can do:
Firstly, | need to pay attention to the evacuation sites next
to my house or flat, and | need to make a proper selection.
| need to choose an open site if possible, but at the same
time | need to pay attention to the effects of possible
flooding. The second thing is to prepare all the necessary
items for evacuation, such as water, food, clothes, whistles
and lights, etc. These usually seem insignificant things
will be of great use in times of emergency; thirdly, the
cultivation of awareness of disaster prevention is not
something that can be accomplished in one day, this is
not a game, nor a one-time experience, but rather, it is
a human being who needs to show indomitability and
solidarity in the face of the brutal forces of nature. So this
speech was not only a transfer of knowledge, but also an
awakening of the mind. It taught me how to protect myself
and those around me in the face of unpredictable natural
disasters.
Finally, | would like to express my sincere gratitude
once again to the lecturers, volunteers and all those
who participated. Thank you for providing us with such
valuable knowledge about disaster prevention, so that
we can better cope with possible
= disasters and protect our own lives
" and the lives of others.
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