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| love kids, | really enjoyed my time
playing and talking with the kids at the
KIFA booth event. It was an excellent
opportunity to introduce my country —
Vietnam as well as other countries in
the world to Japanese kids. | think it is
important for the upcoming generation
to be aware of different cultures since
a young age. Thanks to KIFA and
Nakanishi sensei for this enjoyable and
useful event, we had a good experience
together. | hope there is more event
like that in the futures.
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Dear Kusatsu & KIFA Friends: '.

At the request of my friend, Mr. Masanori Agji, I'm delighted to
offer heartfelt Michigan greetings!

Although you may be reading this in the New Year, | write as the
American holiday known as Thanksgiving Day (November 25, 2021)
approaches. It's g Special day when we gather in our hometowns
with family and friends, enjoy traditional foods, cheer on favorite
football teams, and—most importantly—we give thanks for life’s
blessings. For me, it's an ideal time to reflect upon one of my
biggest blessings: the 11 months | spent as g university student in
Shiga Prefecture in 1990-91.

with Michigan ang local Japanese students.

Thereafter, | spent much of that summer with the Minami
Family of Kusatsu, who welcomed me into their hearts ang home
as if I were one of their own. Thanks to the Kindness, openness,
patience, and generosity of this wonderful family—and others like
them throughout Kansai—| made many treasured memories and
friendships.

I couldn’t have imagined then that my time in Kusatsu and Shiga
would inspire g Japan-related Career—but, it truly did. In fact, 2021
marks my 25th year of service at the Consulate General of Japan in
Detroit, where our mission is tor 1) Serve and protect the interests
of local Japanese nationals and businesses: and, 2) Strengthen
economic, governmental, cultural, educational, and people-to-people
ties enjoyed by Japan and the states of Michigan ang Ohio.

While | can never adequately reciprocate the kindness shown
to me in Kusatsy and Shiga, it’s my sincere hope that through my
work | might Somehow express my gratitude and honor my precious
experiences there.

I give thanks for you all and wish everyone a happy and healthy
New Year!

Andrew Conti
Advisor; Political/Economic Affairs at Consulate Genera| of Japan
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